
 
 

MANDARIN ORIENTAL TO MANAGE LUXURY PALACE HOTEL IN ABU DHABI 

 

Hong Kong, 16 December 2019 -- Mandarin Oriental Hotel Group has announced today that 

it has signed a management contract to manage, and ultimately brand, the iconic Emirates 

Palace in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. The Group will take over management of the 

property from 1 January 2020. It will be Mandarin Oriental’s second hotel in the United Arab 

Emirates following the opening of Mandarin Oriental Jumeira, Dubai in early 2019.  

 

The hotel will be rebranded as a Mandarin Oriental property, following a phased renovation 

over two years, during which time the hotel will remain open. The work will encompass 

significant upgrades to guestrooms and recreational amenities, as well as new food and 

beverage facilities.  

 

The Emirates Palace hotel sits on a 1.3-kilometre private beachfront, featuring 394 guestrooms 

and suites, 12 restaurants and bars, 40 meeting rooms, a concert grade auditorium and a 

ballroom that can accommodate up to 2,500 people. Leisure facilities include a marina, two 

swimming pools, a spa and two fitness centres.  

 

“This is a unique opportunity to manage one of the most high-profile properties in the Middle 

East and will be an excellent addition to our portfolio in the region. We look forward to bringing 

the Group’s exemplary service standards to Abu Dhabi and to introducing the brand to a new 

audience,” said James Riley, Group Chief Executive of Mandarin Oriental Hotel Group.  

 

“The partnership with Mandarin Oriental represents an important milestone and aims to propel 

the property’s profile into a new era,” said His Excellency Sultan Dhahi Sultan Al Humairi, 

Managing Director of Emirates Palace Company (EPCO). “We look forward to a mutually 

prosperous and fruitful relationship with Mandarin Oriental Hotel Group,” he added.  

-more- 

  

http://www.mandarinoriental.com/
http://www.mandarinoriental.com/


 
 

Page 2 

 

Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi is centrally located in the heart of the city, conveniently situated 

for both leisure and business travellers. The Grand Mosque and the Abu Dhabi National 

Exhibition Centre are a short drive away. The Marina Mall is nearby and the commercial centre 

of the city is also easily accessed. The hotel is 40 minutes from Abu Dhabi International Airport 

and 90 minutes from Dubai Airport.  

 

About Emirates Palace 

The property is owned by Emirates Palace Company, a subsidiary of the government of Abu 

Dhabi. The hotel, which is a fine example of Arabian design, was conceived to host the Gulf 

Cooperation Council Summit and remains the preferred venue for several high-profile 

conferences in the public and private sector. It is also well recognised for welcoming several 

heads of states, foreign dignitaries and celebrities. 

 

About Mandarin Oriental Hotel Group 

Mandarin Oriental Hotel Group is the award-winning owner and operator of some of the 

world’s most luxurious hotels, resorts and residences. Having grown from its Asian roots into 

a global brand, the Group now operates 32 hotels and seven residences in 23 countries and 

territories, with each property reflecting the Group’s oriental heritage and unique sense of 

place. Mandarin Oriental has a strong pipeline of hotels and residences under development, 

and is a member of the Jardine Matheson Group. 

 

Photography of Mandarin Oriental is available to download in the Photo Library of our Media 

section, at www.mandarinoriental.com.  Further information is also available on our Social 

Media channels.  
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For further information, please contact: 

Corporate Office  

Abbey Nayor (anayor@mohg.com)  

The Americas 

Tel: +1 (212) 830 9383 

 

Vanina Sommer (vsommer@mohg.com) 

Europe, Middle East and Africa 

Tel: +33 (1) 70 98 70 50 

 

Sally de Souza (sallydes@mohg.com) 

Corporate  

Tel: +852 2895 9160 

 

Shevaun Leach (shevaunl@mohg.com) 

Asia Pacific 

Tel: +852 2895 9286 
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